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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2012-214
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council President at the request of the Mayor
Date of Introduction: April 10, 2012
Committee(s) of Reference: TEU
Date of Analysis: April 12, 2012
Type of Action: Ordinance Code amendment
Bill Summary: The bill amends Ordinance Code Chapter 320 – Construction Regulations and Building Codes/General Provisions – to update wind zone boundaries and references to the Florida Building Code appendices.  The new demarcation line between the two wind zones is the St. Johns River from the city’s southern boundary north to the Fuller Warren Bridge, and then I-95 north to the Nassau County line.  The building code amendments provide for the establishment of 4 risk categories for structures on either side of that demarcation line, based on the different wind speed standards and type of building construction.  It also provides that a building permit applicant may choose to interpolate from the actual wind speed maps instead of using the standard parameters if a licensed engineer produces a location map showing the wind speed interpolation calculations.
Background Information: The current wind zone demarcation line runs north on Phillips Highway from the St. Johns County line, follows State Road 9A north and east to Butler Boulevard, runs east on JTB for 4,115 feet, then north on Regent Boulevard and Central Parkway to Beach Boulevard, then east on Beach Blvd. to 9A, then north on 9A to Yellow Bluff Road, then north on Yellow Bluff Road to US 17 (North Main Street), then north on US 17 to the Nassau County line.  Currently the Code requires a minimum120 mph wind design standard for structures east of the line and a 119 mph standard west of the line.

The new Risk Category I for structures as defined in the code mandates a wind speed standard of 115 mph west of the demarcation line and 120 east of the line.  For Risk Category II structures as defined in the code, the wind speed standard is 125 mph west of the demarcation line and 130 east of the line.  For Risk Category III and IV structures as defined in the code, the wind speed standard is 135 mph west of the demarcation line and 140 east of the line.  
Policy Impact Area: Building Code amendments for wind standards
Fiscal Impact: Undetermined
Analyst: Clements
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